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L Nchuſiaſm is by no means the diſeaſe, of which, in this part 
of the world, thoſe either in high or low life are in greateſt 
danger. The oppoſite extreme, a contempt, I mean, of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt's convincing, converting, ſanctifying, and comforting 
operations; ſeems more prevalent; at leaſt, if we may form a 
Judgement from the countenance given to the exhibition on the 
Edinburgh theatre of the Minor, where that account of theſe 
operations, which is clearly founded on the facred oracles, and 
the profeſſed belief of which makes a part of the eſtabliſhed re- 
— both in North and South Britain, was inſolently and 
profanely burleſqued. . 2 3 bs 
- But though the influences of the Spirit are abſolutely neceſ- 
fary to lead us to the ſaving knowledge, firm belief, and ſin- 
cere practice of true religion ; yet the inſpired ſcripture, not 
thoſe influences, are the only perfect and infallible rule of faith 
and manners: and if men will ſubſtitute imagined light and di- 
rection from heaven, in place of the plain deciſions of ſcrip- 
ture, or even add them to thoſe deciſions, as of equal autho- 
. rity, a wide door is opened to the moſt fatal deluſions. Bad 
men have in fact been hereby betrayed to entertain ill-ground- 
ed and ruinous hopes of their future felicity z and even good 
men, blinded and led aſtray by this deceitful guide, have raſhly 


* 


cConcluded, that they were doing the church of God good ſer- 


vice, while their conduct was diſhonourable to their profeſſion, 
and injurious to the real intereſts of religion. LEY 
Dangerous, however, as ſuch miſtakes are, the beſt an 
wiſeſt have not always been exempted from them. The perſon 
to whom Mr Cuthbert's letter was addrefſed; was one of. the, 
worthieſt and ableſt clergymen in the north of Scotland, and 
his co-preſbyters ſeem to have been men eminently devout ; and. 
yet, in a very important inſtance, they appear to have regulated 
their conduct, not by the ſcripture, but by what they looked 
upon as the immediate direction and countenance of heaven. 
Some who were more deeply and dangerouſly intangled in ſuch 
fatal ſnares, have lived to fee and acknowledge it, and to give 
warning to others. The humble and ingenuous confeſſion and 
retractations of the Rev. Mr James Davenport of Long Ifland,, - 
publiſhed at. Boſton 1744, afford a remarkable inſtance of this. 
By liſtening to impulſes ſuggeſted to him from particular texts of. 


ſcripture, with gloſſes quite foreign to the direct, plain, and. 


true ſenſe of the place, he was hurried on for a time to the 
vwildeſt extravagances; arrogantly condemning, as unconverted, 


2 miniſters of ſound principles, and unhlemiſhed lives; adviſing, 


and urging to ſeparation from them; encouraging private per- 
ſons to a miniſterial and authoritative: method of exhorting, 
=o e | &c. - 


„ nr ern 
Sc.: and thus he was the unhappy occaſion of many diſorders, 


rents, and divifions, and of the enemies of religion hardening 
themſelves in their wickedneſs, deriding the operations of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and blaſ zheming the right ways of the Lord. At 
_ haſt, by che bleffing of God on the endeavours of the Rev. Mr 
Solomon Williams of Lebanon, he was made ſenſible; that his 
own ſpitit, or the prince of darkneſs, had been guiding him, 
white he had imagined himſelf led by the Spirit of God. He 
ſaw it his duty publicly to bewail this 3 and the after part of his 
yu wr uſeful and exemplary. 
rowledge, the es t have "I publiſhed in Vie 
; ging bulfilling of the ſcriptures, ' and in other books of mo- 
ecies, verified by the event, ſeem à ſpecious plea, | 
— — ind of the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit ſtill con · 
tinues. A German divine * mentions ſeveral remarkable pro- 
phecies of the Reformation ; ; ſome of them fixing the time 
| when it was to commence, others pointing out Luther as the 
inftrament of it. He alſo takes notice, that Luther, among o- 
ther things, foretold the death of Emfer, and the dreadful ca- 
lamities with which Germany was to be viſited. after his own: 
death. —— I think Mr Gilleſpie has given a fatisfying anfwer to 
= 7 difficulty. Human ſa ac; * Trevi to the operation 
uf natural and moral canſes „may form ſhrewd conjectures of 
. what i is future; and a careful and devout ſtudy of the ſerip- 
_ tures may fometimes — what will Srobably” be the diſpen - 
' Nations of Providence. It was in this manner that Mr Robert 
| Fleming accounted. to the late Mr Guſthart of Edinburgh for 
hais foxetelling the Revolution. It merits however particular 
notice, that good men, confident of future events, have often 
been miſtaken; though, from an exceſſive delicacy and regard to 
their honour; theſe miſtakes (the knowledge of which might 
have proved an uſeful caution to poſterity) have been ſddom 
_ publiſhed. - I ſhall mention a few inſtances. Mr Morgan Ed- 
; _ a 7 miniſter in Philadelphia, highly eſteemed by 
Chriſtians of all denominations in that city, preached a ſermon 
1ſt January 1770, on Jer. xxviii. 16. and publiſhed it, in which, 
after attempting to ſhow, that, even in modern times, ſome;. 
from audible voices, viſions, dreams, or unaccouggable! impreſ- 
ſions on their minds, have certainly known the day of their 
death. He adds, p. 6. „I myſelf know a man, who, on the 
« gth day of March in the year 1755, was ſeized with a per- 
<ſuafion, that, at the end of full (Aken years from that time, 
he ſhould be dead. The impreſſion was ſudden and ſtrong; 
4 ſo ſtrong, as not to leave a doubt | reſpecting the _ and 
has continued the ſame to this day.” And again, p. 11. * Ir 
1 Is en 3 certain, chat ſome one of us will dic this: 


15 9 Hesi i diff. de vaticiniis «Later, Witten. 1758, 333 
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« year, There ſtands among you one who firmly believes 
„ that he is the man.“ When uttering theſe words, the gentle- 
-man who-ſent me his ſermon informs me, that he put his hand 
on his own breaſt. * When the day came on which he expected 
to die, ſeveral of his friends waited on him to learn the event, 
und he found himſelf ſomewhat indiſpoſed : but happily his 
conſtitution proved too ſtrong for his imagination, and he ſtill 
lives, and preaches as uſual. . ! 
If this preface falls into the hands of any in his congregation, 
let me caution them againſt deſpiſing him in their hearts, and 
undervaluing his miniſterial qualifications on account of what 


Has happened. Let none imagine, that only children in under- 


ſtanding, or children in grace and ſpiritual diſcernments, are 
in hazard of being thus deceived. In the life of Dr Iſaac Ma- 
ther, by his ſon Dr Cotton Mather, publiſhed at Boſton 1724. 
I find a number of incidents were foretold by the firſt, and exactly 
accompliſhed, ex. gr. p. 78. à dreadful fire in Boſton; p. 80. 
a difeaſe that would ſoon break out there, and prove mortal to 
many; p. 98. the deliverance of New England from the evils 
with which it was threatened- by Kirk being appointed their go- 
vernor; p. 106. the Doctor's finding things in England in fuck 
à ſtate when he went thither May 1688, that he ſhould have an 
opportunity to do ſpecial fervice for the people of New Eng- 
land,. But, p. 192. it is obſerved, that after his laſt return to 
New England, he had ſtrong impreſſions for months together, 
and even at ſuch times as one ſhould ſuppoſe leaſt obnoxious 
to Satanic illuſions, that he ſhould yet have another opportuni- 
ty to do ſpecial ſervice for Chriſt in England; yet he never ſaw 
England any more. His learned and worthy fon, though an 
aſſertor of the doctrine of a particular faith, takes occafion, ib. 
p. 197 to caution againſt laying too much ſtreſs upon it, leſt 
men find themſelves plunged into a hope that makes aſhamed 
the counterfeits of that jewel being ſo very fine, that it will re- 
quire a judgement almoſt more than human to diſcern them. 
I haye heard from unqueſtionable authority, that the Rev. Mr 
Boſton of Ettrick, author of the Fourfold State, &c. had ſtrong 
impreffions and expectations of a particular event, produced in 
circumſtances that gave them peculiar weight; yet after inci- 
dents convinced him, that the expected event could never hap- 
pen; which brought upon him painful jealouſies as to the real 
ty of the divine influences on his heart. A citizen of Edin- 
burgh, deſervedly eſteemed a folid judicious Chriſtian, whom 
I ſometimes. vifited in his diſtreis during the laſt years of his 
life, foretold, as I was informed, in conſequence of great en- 
largement in prayer, and ſubſequent impreffions on his mind, 
the recovery of a fellow Chriſtian, when friends and phyſicians 
had well nigh deſpaired of it; and the event fell out accordingly. 
But I alfo know, that he expreſſed as ſtrong à perſuaſion, th 
. | f 8 wo 
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an affair in which the intereſts of religion were thought confl 
derably concerned, would turn out in a way very different from 
that in which it really did. Surely they think of themſelves 
more highly. than they ought to think, who imagine, that the 
are ſuperior in ſpiritual diſcernment to ſuch wife and good men, 
and that they are better qualified to detect and avoid the artful 
devices of Satan transforming himſelf into an angel of light. - 
Several circumſtances drew my attention early in life to the 
queſtion conſidered in the following Eſſay and Letters; and the 
year before I was ordained a miniſter, I became fully convin- 
ced of the abfurdity of pretending to immediate revelations, 
or of conſidering the influences of the Spirit as a rule of duty; 
for which I was not a little indebted to the peruſal of Prefident Ed- 
wards's thoughts on the revival in New England, and to frequent 
converſations with Mr Gilleſpie. What I have obſerved ſince that 
time, of the fatal effects of ſuch pretences, has much confirmed 
me in theſe ſentiments. I have often wiſhed to ſee caſes ſo im- 


portant in Chriſtian practice fully and accurately diſeuſſed. I 


have heard of two pamphlets on theſe ſubjects , but have ne- 
ver ſeen them. It gave me therefore peculiar pleaſure, to find 
the caſe of modern revelations judiciouſſy and thoroughly can- 
vaſſed in the Reverend Mr Gilleſpie's following Eflay.—— I am 
happy in this opportunity of publiely teſtifying my eſteem and 
regard for a faithful miniſter of Chriſt, and a meek and hum 
ble ſufferer for conſcience ſake. The hard, and, as I appre- 
hend, unconſtitutional ſentence of depoſition, paſſed upon him 
May 1752, and ſtill ſtanding unrepealed, for his refuſing to 
bear a part in a ſettlement, which he thought he could not be 
active in without violating his ordination-vows, has made his 
integrity, and his forbearing and forgiving ſpirit, generally 
known. Indeed, in a ſpeech laſt general aſſembly, his charac- 
ter was painted in colours that repreſented it as the revert”: of 
all this. It was alledged, that he gloried in his depoſition, and 


_ - Inſtead of accounting it any advantage, would deſpiſe and diſ-- 


regard his being reſtored to the exerciſe of his miniſtry in the 
church of Scotland. To countenance this charge, one part of 
His ſpeech, when the ſentence of depoſition was intimated to - 
him, that taken ſeparately: might ſeem to give colour to that 
aſperſion, was exactly repeated; and another part of it, that 
would have ſhown the charge utterly unjuſt, was artfully ſup- 
preſſed. How different from this, the candour of ſome others; 
who though, by. their ſentiments of the | conſtitution of the 
church of Scotland, they were led to vote for, or approve Mr 


Ferd. Stoſch, Diff. ad If. xxvii. 3. de eecleſia N. T. non indigente, 
 Linget: 748. (which, from the account of it in a foreign..literary . journal, ſeems. . 
a ledtned and ingenious performance}, and Roſg of Stratfield's. Plain * Addreſs to 
Quakers, Moravians, Separatiſts, &c. on immediate impulſes ; printed, I ſup+ 
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Gilleſpie's depoſition ; yet, on every proper occaſion, have o- 


penly declared, - that his manner of receiving that ſentence 
ſtruck them with a high idea of his genuine worth; and who 


' would have done it when the motion for reponing him was 


under deliberation laſt aſſembly, had not the cry for a queſtion 


ur it out of-thair po- Ʒptt . ge 
Hitherto Mr Gilleſpie's modeſty has, in a great meaſure, 
concealed from the public his abilities, and has prevented his ap- 


a o as an author; though it is now twenty-eight years ſince 


e was urged by the late Dr Doddridge, and others, to com- 


plete and publiſh an excellent treatiſe on temptations, ariſing 


m the. different ages, conſtitutions, and circumſtances of 
mankind, compoſed in a ſententious- ſtyle, . much reſembling. 


that of Lord Bacon, and well ſuited to point out the rocks on 


which the virtue, happineſs, and uſefulneſs of mankind, have 


in all ages ſo often ſuffered ſhipwreck, _ 


The following Eflay needs not my recommendation; it will. 


; Fpeak for itſelf; at leaſt with thoſe who defire to know what is 


the truth, and who prefer. convincing arguments to high-ſound- 


ing words of vanity. . The author, deeply impreſſed with mat- 


ters of infinitely greater importance, never affected ſuperficial 
ornaments of ſtyle. The world however may now fee, and 
judge, with what juſtice ill-natured whiſperers and backbiters, 
petulant- declaimers, and daſtardly* mean-ſpirited anonymous 


i ſcribblers “, have aſperſed him, as a weak wrong-headed enthu- 


fiaſt, incapable either to pleaſe or edify a judicious audience. 
Such wanton unprovoked defamation, eſpecially from thoſe 


whoſe ſituation gave them eaſy acceſs to be well informed, ſuch 
ſtabs in the dark, bewray either a low and mercenary ſervility, 


— 


- courting. favours or honours in this way to which it could not 


otherwiſe aſpire, or a malicious depraved heart, that delights 


. In inſulting the oppreſſed. . But the uſefulneſs of his miniſtry 
needs not their. witneſs ; and indeed has higher witneſs than that 
of man. It has epiſtles of commendation, written, not with 


ink, but with«the Spirit of the living God, in fleſhly tables f 


the heart. Let I muſt be permitted to ſay, that theſe who have 


only heard him occaſionally, may be in danger of forming a ve- 


imperfect, and even unjuſt, idea of his manner of preaching. 


When preaching at commupions, eſpecially at a diſtance from 


his charge, he often entered far into certain ſoul - exerciſes, ſel 


'* When facts reaſoned from or ridiculed, have been ſufficiently proven, or are 


of ſuch general notoriety. as ſuperſedes the neceſſity, and ſupplies the place of a 


| Judge, what degree of weight can be allowed to his teſtimony. 


proof, the public has no concern with an author's name; becauſe the force of 


the reaſoning, or propriety of the ridicule, no how depends on that circumſtance. 
But when facts axe alledged derogator to one or more characters, that have no 


pport ſave the credit of the author who aſſerts them, the public is intitled to 
and, who is this ſame author, that it oo examine what ſtrefs can be laid "an 


his judgement, integrity, and opportunity of knowing facts; and thence may 


dom 


dom migutely handled from the-pulpit ; but which he had con 
 fGidered with peculiar care: and undoubtedly miniſters act jadi= {| 
ciouſly, and bid faireſt for building up their hearers in know- . 
ledge, faith, holineſs, and comfort, when, on theſe occaſiuns, 
they handle doctrinal or practical ſubjects, which they are beſt : 
qualified to throw light upon, and manage to advantage, Spme- 
of Mr Gilleſpie's diſcourſes, which even good men, who. had 
no experience of ſuch ſpiritual diſtreſs, cenſured as improper, 
. or unneceſſary, were ſingularly bleſſed to ſome” deep: ſunk in 
ſorrow, and even on the brink of deſpair, ' But in progghing 
gat home, if I can form à judgement from attending ſeveral 
months on his miniſtry, Mr Gilleſpie ſeldom introduced theſe 
matters; and. inſtead of confining himſelf, as many do, to fub- 
jects ſuited to his particular genius, he., conſidered what was 
moſt needful for the bulk of bis hearers, keeping-back from 
them nothing profitable, but declaring to them the whole 
cCounſel of God, giving law and goſpel, comfort and terror, 
privileges and duties, their proper place. I never fat under a 
miniſtry better calculated to awaken the thoughtleſs and ſecure, 
to caution convinced ſinners aguinſt what would ftifle ,convic- 
tions, or prevent their iſſuing in converſion, and to point out 
the differences between vital Chriſtianity, and ſpecious; coun 
terfeit appearances of it. If I have wandered from the original 
deſigu of this preface, by enlarging on theſe matters, and if 1 
have expreſſed myſelf with ſome degree of warmth; is therę not 
2 cauſe? When under a load of unjuſt abuſe and ridicule, We 
Gilleſpie's meekneſs has kept him ſilent, as a deaf man thae 
hearetck not; and in whaſe mouth are no reproofs; that ſurely 
is no reaſon why his friends, and the friends of the cauſe in 
which he has ſuffered, ſhould be filent too, The benevolent 
will not ſeverely cenſure my ſtepping a little out of my road ta 
defend a worthy character inſidiouſſy and cruelly attacked. : 
Mr Cuthbert's letter to Mr W. 8. of which I have procured, 
and; carefully compared, two manuſoript copies, contains ſen · 
ble and ſpirited ·reflections on the danger nnn. 
fluences of the Holy Ghoſt as a rule of duty. Mr. Cuthbert 
was greatly admired for refinement. of taſte, politeneſs, of man- 
nerz, and readineſs of wit and humour; and no leſs ſo for 
maxe ſubſtantial qualities, not always allied with theſe thowy 
ones, eminent piety, extenſive learning, and ſound judgertent; 
and though the accuracy of method, and elegance of ſtyle, for 
which he was ſo diſtinguiſhed, cannot be expected in à famillar 
letter, I am confident Fiat this publication will do no difhonvut 


Edinburgh, May 5. 177T/n 
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| Whether 1 ee divine revelations - er 1 
facts and future events have continued in 


the Chriſtian Church after the oem 
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e the 6 boni, 2 at revelations 1 has ben 
- thus argued'' 9 


QHERE are 3 jultaners of. mch 
revelations in different ages, which thoſe on 
the oppoſite ſide of the queſtion- cannot dif-- 
prove, and indeed do not deny. That being 
the caſey it is vain to argue; for facts are ſtubborn 
things, and carmot be rembvet or bended. God has no 
vVbere ſaid in-ſcripturey that he will not give ſuch reve- 
lations after the firſt age of Chriſtianity; therefore to 
deny the poſſibility of Sir is, with daring preſutnp- 
tion, to limit ſovereignty. The Old- Teſtament church 
had immediate revelations of facts and future eventz, 
not only by prophets, who had the-extraordinaty gift of 
revealing things done at a diſtance, for which they had 
no ſenſible evidence, 2 Kings vi. 8 — 1. x and f fore- 
telling chings to come, chap. vii. 1:5. but in 
courſe, as an univerſal privilege: of members of the 
XZ _ church; 40 be alted ap obtained ined as occaſion ' 
1 Sam. Xxiti, 9.13. 3 XXX 7 . Nod. xevilh. - 49% 5 
Numb. xXxvii. 21.3; Judg. i. 1. 2. N. 18. To af- 
fm. that there are no ſuch immediate revelations of 
occurrences, and future events, in the New- 
Teſtament church, ſince the 3 to main- 


tain, 


IS 


EIS EE, 
— + 


Co 


- "_ that the Testament h bad -a moſt valuable 
Xs mw uſeſul priviſe ege of which Ses eſtiment one is 
| —_— and in place of which. it enjoys noth nos, ex vie 
is ſurely hard to be admitted without che cle 

5 of different ſentiments do not deny that — on. 
Ain-divine treams, containing intimations of facts, and 
Premonitions of dungers. Theſe ate anmediate/tevela- 
tions. If perſons have revelations in that way afſeep, 
may they not alſo receive them in other ways when a- 
wake? Some on that ſide, of the queſtion have affirm- 
ed, that the Bord has not intimated, that he was to 
make no addition to the canon of the ſeripture as a per- 
ect rule of faith and praftice, after the buok'of Revela- 
tion was given to the church. The threatening denoun- 

ced againſt them that ſhould add to the things of o 
prophecy of that book, reſpected the Apocalypſe in pa 

ticular, not the whole Bible, i n. general. Haw. m ele 

has the Lord God declaretl, he? is to give no immediate 

. revelations, ſuch as the argument ſuppoles, to —_ 
"lar belie vers? Though immediate revelationg of 
and iſuture providences, are not of the ſame e fo 


other perſons as to thole who receive them; uſe 
they cannot communicate the evidence of their di 
riginal to others, this proves mot that they: catmnotzexi(Þ : 
for there are. things in (Chriſtianity which believersiex- 
Perience, but cannot fully repreſent to others, Rom. 
viii. 26. Different paſſages of ſcripture | giveireafon to 
expect ſuch revelations, Gen. xviiiz .17.. And tlie Lord 
ard; Shall I hide ſrom Abraham-that thing which I dor 
_ viz the--deſtruttion--of: Sodom. Whe reaſons why GOA 
reyealed this to Abraham, {intimated in the following 
ver ſes, vſeem to conelude, that ſtill in ſume inſtantes the 
Lord will reveal Bis- brite of judgement, or of mercy, 
to ther his faithful ſervants; Pal XXV. 14. ne Jeoret 
of: the Lord that it auithi them that. fear him, it would 
ſeem, is the Jecrer events of his providente, not the ſe- 
crets of his covenant and grace: for · che ſecret of the 
Lord ithere, and his:cavenant that he will flew: to them 
that fear him, are declared to be yo diſtinct things, 
the Word and put betxwixt them. If. xlv; 1 1. Au faith 
e A me-of things to come. As: things to come 
2 5 are 


— 
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ate future events, theſe words appear not only-a warrant 
to expect ſuch. immediate revelation, but a command to 
alk it. from the Lord. Amos iii. 7. Sunely, the Lord will 
do nothing; but he reveaieth i his ſecret to his ſervants. 
the propliats. As this ſeems to be a declaration, that 
the Lord inflicted no judgements in Old-Teſtament times, 
without nevealing them to his prophets, that they might 
warn the people; and believers now are kings and prieſts 
to him; it is to be preſumed he reveals to them many, 
or at leaſt ſome, of; his; works, both oft judgement and 
mercy..- Jobn xv. 15. Chriſt tells lus apoſtles and diſci- 
ples,-Henceforth, from that time, he called them not 


1 ſeruanis; ſun the; ſervant hnoweth not what his lord dati, 


his reſolutions and intentions: but: ke: had called them 
friendr; far all things he had:heard:of, the ruth, re- 
"ceived in commiſſion for their good, he: had made ſiotun 
an then, would: reveal to, his diſciples And mer 
diate revelatians.of works:of providence, and future e- 
vents, ſeem very much fon the benefit of believers; in 
certain circumſtances, in: the apprehenſion of mend. 
ww xvi 13. ſays Chriſt: to; bis diſciples, Zowbeit, when; 
the Spirit of truth, is come, . he will-. ſhew you. 
things to comes. He would be a ſpirit- of prophecy in 
them, to make known, reveal to them, before they took 
place, things needful to be known: hy them, and to he 
diſcovered by them to the church; and as that promiſe. 
ſeems nat to be limited to the apoſtles, and Chriſt's dif 
ciples in that age, but to be extended to his diſciples! in 


all ages: till- the end. of time, it would appear to he as 


promiſe of immediate revelation of facts, 1 2. 
n to an * al —__ n ; 
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270 Nat. that deg; EY of facts r 

luture events, are not continued to the' Chriſtian 

e after the e Lg it is "Thus rea- 
oned 


>a we vs. . 

1 mt in; fu Wen Akin favogret: from 
Heaven under the ſame extraordinary divine influence: 
with cutophate and apaitiesy; yea; on a level, in reſpedbſiſ 
J I * 2 hy the 59 
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Ghoſt: as penmen of the ſeripture; for this fappoſed- 
Sift is equal to, yea is divine” inſpiration. Therefore 
ro admit it, is to confound extraordinary and ordinary 
Privileges, while the infallible rule keeps them diſtinet: 
for even in Old- Teſtament times, when a ſmall part, or 
no part, of the ſcripture was given to the church, im- 
- mediate divine revelations were not common univerſal 
ileges, hut extraordinary divine condeſcenſions to 
| one. ticular perſons. The Lord now- ſpeaks to his 
church , not immediately, as to patriarchs, and prophets, 
who did not enjoy the canon of Eigene; but mediately, 
by his written word, as a and infallible rule of 
faith and practice; juſt as the King of Great Britain 
ſpeals to is ſubjects only by acts of parliament, and 
| tions, with advice of his council. This ſeems . 
|  declaredin'the plaineſt-and ſtrongeſt manner, Heb. i. 1, 
2. God, who at ſundry times, and in divers manners, 
2 8 75 unto the fathers by the prophets, 
y awry in theſe | s- ſpoken unto. us by his Son; for 
Chriſt the ſon of God Fenk to his church by his word, ; 
— 39. Thus, as all divine revelations are mediate 
the canon of the ſeripture was completed, there 
are no immediate revelations. There is no reaſon, ei- 
ther from ſcripture,” or the nature of / things, and diſpo- 
ſures of. providence, to ſuppoſe, «that. all:the - other. en- 
traordinary gifts of the Spirit, mentioned 1 Cor. xii. 
8.11. given to the church in the/apoſtolical age, for 
confirmation of the truth of Chriſtianity, as from God, 
to the unbelieving world, 1 Cor. xiv. 22. are long ä 
ſince, yea ſaon after the apoſtolical a —— and on- 
ly the gift of . prophecy continued till now, of which 
immediate revelations of facts, and future events, are e- 
_ vidently a branch. From Deut. xiii. 1. 2. ; XVI, 2 
compared, it appears, that it is no ſufficient ſign o 
1 ANG e prophet, r that, one has received immediate diving 
elations of acts, and future events, when things he 
: Jas foretold come to paſs; but it is an infallible” de- 
monſtrati on ane is a falſe prophet, has nat received ſuch 
revelations, if any one thing he has. predicted does not 


feprctme non come to ine — 1. it —4 24 
all wH˖u ha wen as . : 
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cal age will be caſt, and their ſuppeſed 
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& immediate di- 


vine revelations would fall to the graund, did we know 


all they foretold, and ſuppoſed revealed to them: for 
from what is known of ſeverat having failed, in one or 
more things they predicted, ho were of the moſt emi- 
nent, it is more than probable, or may be fairly conclu- 
ded, all have foretold one or more things that did not 
come to paſs. For predictions of things that fell out. 


accordingly, have been, in different ages and places, re- 


membered and recorded, while thoſe. that did not fol- 
low, but failed, have been overlooked and forgot. The 
object and ground of all divine faith is the divine teſti- 


mony, the written word of God. There is no bottom 


for faith of immediate revelations in ſcripture; and as 
faith in them terminates on no teſtimony of God in his 
word, ſuch immediate revelation, and faith of it, muſt 
be a human fancy. All prophets (except ordinary teach- 
ers in the church, ſometimes ſignified by that name) had 


— — to work miracles, to confirm their divine 
miſſion 


as prophets, or at leaſt the one gift attended the 


other in the church; and as the gift of working miracles. 


confeſſedly expired at the end of the apoſtolical age, or 
ſoon after, ſo muſt alſo the gift of prophecy, or imme- 
diate” revelations, have expired. There is nothing in 


ſeripture to countenance the ſuppoſition of immediate 


divine revelations ſtill continued in the Chriſtian church. 
Thus it is an unſcriptural opinion. There is ſomewhat: - 
in the Bible that ſeems plainly to intimate, that they are 


not to be deſired, expected, received; Deut. xxix. 29. 


Tue ſeoret things bolong unto the Lord our Cod, not to 
us, ſuch as facts with which we are not acquainted, and 
future events; but thoſe things which are revealed, the 
matter of divine revelation in ſcripture, belong unto uc, 
and to our children for ever, that ue may do all the 


words of this law, the Bible, Pfal. xix. 3. and nothing 


other or further. John «xi. 20. —23.: when the A 
poſtle Peter faw John the beloved diſciple, he ſaid! - 
to Chriſt, M hat ſhall this man do? what is to be- 


come of him? Foſs" ſaith unto him If I will du 


he tarry till T'come,/ if by a miraculous work I ſhould! 


2 
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* vumnu halt no concern to kn] that, or 
other future events 3. follow. nu me; do; thy duty, and: 
leave events in the hands of me, the adminiſtrator of 
the kingdom of Providence. Acts i. G. hen they, 
the eleven apaſties; therefore were come: together; they: 
asſed him, Chriſt; ;/ayivg, Lord, wilt: thou at this: 
time reſtone dim kingdom to ¶rael Ver. 7. And he {aids 
unto them, It ic not for you, it is not meet, nor for 
your good, — — ſeqſons, future e- 
vents, and the periods when they are to happen, which: 
e Fathir hath put im his own fuer; hath hid, will 
keep: feeret, and conceal: from yu. Eaecleſ. vil. 14. 
God hat li {et the day f p- , and the day of ad- 
verſity, the ont over — ; he hath wiſely on- 
dained and ordered, that profperity and adverſity ſniauld 
ſucceed one another, and be mixed aud diſpoſed with 
ſuch variety in the caurſe of the lives of — te te 
end that man ſhoula find nothing ter him, that no 
man might be able to find out or foreſee what ſhould 
certainly befat him in after periods of his life > A plain 
intimation, that the Lord will not reveal what he hath 
ordained in the courſe of providence, and that perſons 
| ſhould: be incapable to ſoreſee it. Chap. viit. 7. For he 
(man, ver. 6.) knoweth not: that vit /i ſhall de; that is, 
he knows not future -cantingent erents by immediate: 
divine revelatidh, nor in any other way. This paſſage 
alone, and by itſelf, ſeems; deciſive and: determining a- 
gainſt: the exiſtence of immediate rewelations, in the 
ſenſe in which the queſtion is ſtated. Chap. ix 12. For 
man alſo mut li not hit tima, the time of this death, 
ar of other fore. troubles- or diftreſles; the Lord my he 
pleaſed to lay him under; the Lard dors not immediate - 
ly reveal: them to bim, ar diſcover them tao him in any 
ther way. Chap. . 14. A man cannot tell what ſhall 
be. If o, the Lord 4080 not immediately. reveal ta him 
things'to come. 1 Thef. v. 2. 3. Thie day of the Lord, 
the deſtruction vf the Jewiſh; nation for crutcifying the; 
Lord of Glory, Avas to come au thief in the night, ut- 
terly unerpected at that ſeaſon ; thærefbre not particu- 
luxly revealed, in reſpect of its preciſe time; which is 
| Or a Leh ep vet. 3. 3 
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of ſuch importance in different regards was not revealed 
as ito the ſeaſon of its commencement, there is nd reaſon 
to apprehend leſſer facts and events are immediately re- 
vealed. As no man, no not the angels in heaven; nei- 
ther the Son, knoweth of chat day and hour when: the 
world ſhall.end; and the general judgement cammenca, 

bat the Father, Mark xiii 32. 3 Tan it be expected, is it 
to be believed, facts and future events are immediately 
revealed to perſons by the Lord, ſeeing the reaſon why 
the time of the general judgement is hid, which is, that 
perſonsſhould take heed, watch, and pray, for they know 
not when the time is, ver. 33. equally halds good: for-ſe- 
cret fudts and future events not being immediately re- 
vealed £ The | Girk; Faproſed belief, 01 im- 
mediate revelations of ſacts, and future events, is an 
extraordinary giſt of the Spirit, and an extraordinary 
Fm confeſſedly now oeaſad; 1 Cor. xiii 9.; Kiii. 243 


n. v. 14. F5-3 therefore muſt (its ũmagined object 
ſuch immediate revelations have ceaſed alſo. H. viii. 20. 
will not apply to ſuch immediate revelations; and there 
is no crſterion or rouchſtone given. ãn ſaripture there- 
fore, mor to be found elſeuhere, by which one can judge 
what: is true or falſe lin this matter; what may be from 


he Spirit of the Lord, Satan transformed into anangel uf 


light, 2 Cor. xi. 14. or one's oνNͤ,öpirit: and it is nat 
to be ſuppoſed, a gracious God gives a thing as a pri vi- 
lege, as to which there is ſo great danger af ſo hurtful 
miſtake and deception- 1 John iv 1. 3. and no anti- 
dote provided by him againſt being ded into error in the 
matter. This conſideration is of the utmoſt moment in 
the argument, and· might ſeem alone deciſive; as ãn all 
parts of Chriſtianity, in belief, and practice, the Bible is 
a ſtandard and balance. This will appear of {till greater 
weight, when it is conſidered, that while other extraor- 
_ Uinary-gifts, (beſides that of prophecy, or immediate re- 
volations of facts, and future events, were continued to 
the Chriſtianichurch, and in it, the extraordinary, gift of 
diſcerning of fpirits was enjoyed; hich enabled to form 
à certain judgement in the matter, 1 Cor. xii. 10. None 
pretend the diſcerning of ſpirits now has place. To. ſay, 
immediate revelations are not contrary: to ine | 
24813 54 therefore 
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Tinu nen ba bässittsdg affords a ſtrong handle to 
enthuſiaſts! to eſtabliſi their unſcriptural opinions; for 
in almoſt all caſes; or rather in every inſtance, the prin- 
'<iple of immediate revelation of preſent deeds and oc+ 
currentes, and future events, reſpects, if not faith, yet 
obedience; which is to be regulated by ſcri brink 
therefore is it to be rejected as unſcriptural. 
Ghoſt expreſsly, in ſcripture, calls us away from 5 
— infallible rule of the Bible, Lex 2 
by the Apoſtle. Peter, concerning the voice which 
and James, and John, heard from the — 2 7 
the mount of transfiguration, This is my beloved Son, 
whom I am well pleaſed. Mie have alſo. a more ſure 
word of prophecy; :whereunto ꝓe do -well that ye take 
need, as unto a'light that "ſbineth in a dark: L 
Pet. i. 17.20. Thus they are to be renounced. "This | 
— —— on the foundation of b. ug 
againſt it in ſcripture, opens a gap to the unſcriptura 
pretenſions of the church of Rome, and the unſcriptural 
ceremonies and uſages of the church of, England; Mark 
vii. 7.; Col. ii. 20. 22.; Tit. i. 14. ; I.. Xxix. 13. Admit 
the immediate revelations under conſiileration in one 
'caſe, you will not know here to ſtop, but muſt allow 
them in almoſt every inſtance, -viz. always where there 
is no evidence of miſtake or impoſition. Many inſtan- 
ces of ſuch ſuppoſed revelations experience ſays have 
miled, for one Fat held, even of them that had the beſt 
| If ſoy Prov. xxx 6.3 Rom. iii. 4. are here 
20 be — Ware ſuch immediate revelations now 
real, they are not to be valued or regarded; for they are 
no aving, or even ſpirit ual privilege... Balaam a Wizard, 
and other wicked men, have received them; Numb. 
iv. 15.25. There is ſome what which is talen to be 
immediate revelations, that makes ſome valuable perſons 
ſond of the principle, which is yet: of a quite different 
nature, divine impulſe to duty, or due uſe and improve- 
mont of rational or gracious powers one is veſted with; 
for that is founded on ſcripture, it leads to it, and to 
the exerciſe of reaſon, in ſubordination to the Bible. It 
is owned. by inaintainers of immediate divine revelations, 


| —_— in connection with other conſiderations, is f 
bg great 
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great weight in this controverſy), that the Lord's deal- 
ing with his people now is different from what it was 
before the canon of the ſcripture was completed. Good 
men; when they think themſelves moſt certain in the 
matter of theſe ſuppoſed revelations, may miſapprehend, 
and be impoſed on; ſeeing they have no; di vine rule to 
judge by concerning them; as in all parts of religious faith 
and practice, Gal. vi. 16.; 2 Cor. xi. 14.3, Gal. i. 8.3 
Philip: iii. 16. Satan may ſuggeſt to a good man events, in 
all their circumſtances, which he is to effect it. the great 
God ſhall permit him, Job i. 12.—20. not only days, 
weeks, months, but many years before; and the Lord 
may allow the things to happen preciſely as foretold, for 
wiſe reaſons, and ends of providence, that. are obvious, 
or even declared in ſcripture, Deut. xiii. 14. For 
Auguſtine, cited by Zanchius, De Divinatione, pag. 3. 
col. 1.4. 29, and Gilpin, Lond. 1677, p. 27. & 23. are 
of opinion, that God reveals future events to Satan for 
the ends of providence; and there ſeems to be no ac- 
counting for many appearances in the moral world but 
on this ſuppoſition. There is a notable paſſage to this 
purpoſe in Doddridge's Life of Gairdner, p. 78. It is 
intimated by Chriſt, Matth. xxiv. 24. that ſtrange and 
very remarkable things ſhould be performed by falſe 
Prophets; and to the fame purpoſe, Mark xiii. 22. There 
is no promiſe in ſcripture of true prophets in the New- 
Teſtament church after the days of the apoſtles. Imme- 
diate divine revelations would be a branch of the gift of 
prophecy, which is always an extraordinary/ gift; but 
-maintainers of the principle, in effect, upon the whole, 
make it an ordinary gift of the Spirit of Chriſt. Luther 
deſired a voice or ſign from Heaven to confirm him as 
gainſt Popery; he ſaw his error, and cried out, Nothing 
but the Bible. No wiſe ends of the Lord's government, 
of the good of his church and people, can be aſſigneil 
ſor the continuance of immediate -revelations, in the 
Chriſtian church, after the canon of ſcripture was com- 
pleted, and the apoſtolical age was expired ; bur the di- 
rect contrary appears It would be a great loſs, it migtt 
prove a grievous ſnare, did Chriſtians know future ton- 
kingent events: Favourable _ foreſeen would _ 
A | rom 
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from what is in the hearts of the beſt perſons, Jer. xvil,” 
9. to. excite preſumption and vanĩty; adverſe diſpenſa- 
tions and circumſtances in proſpect, might tend to pro- 
duce moſt hurtful deſpondencyy dejection, diſcourage- 
ment. If it does not appear, as before obſerved, that 
ſuch knowledge was a common and ordinary privilege 
under the Old-Teſtament æconomy, much leſs is it to 
be expected under the New. From no prophets now, 
the inference is native, no prophecy, no immediate re- 
velations. The Lord's prophets in Old- Teſtament times, 
Who had the gift. of knowing ſecret things, and predict- 
ing future contingent events, ſometimes thought they 
know: the Lord's mind, and were miſtaken ; 2 Sam. vii, 
3. When the infallible rule was perfectly given, there 
would be no uſe for prophets ; and — no addi- 
tional prophecies. On the ſuppoſition of immediate re- 
velations of hidden facts, and future events, there is no 
effetual reaſoning againſt Quakers, and other „ 
ſiaſts: for the firſt make ſuch: revelations a perfect rule 
of faith and practice, excluſive of the Bible; the laſt 
make them a rule in ſuch kind, along with ſcripture. 
For if ſticklers for thei principle tell them, immediate 
revelations are extraordinary; ; they will anſwer, they are 
ordinary, and given to influence and direct. To which 
what can ſuch perſons reply? Nothing. It is preſymed, 
it appears from ſcripture, that the gift of prophecy, 
knowledge of ſecret things, and future contingent e- 
vents, was never given but for the general good of the 
church. While no part was added to the canon of the 
ſcripture for four hundred years, from the days of Ze- 
chariah and Malachi till the time of John the Baptiſt, 
Prophecy, and the gift of it, was not enjoyed by the 
5 Jewiſh church: Which, ſeems to be a plain intimation 
it was to ceaſe altogether when the canon of ſcripture 
ſhould be completed. Says Lampe, in his Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtory, Trajed. ad Rhenum, 1726, p. 99. when ſpeak - 
ing of the church in the ſecond century, 1. 1. In the 
e mean time extraordinary gifts began, by degrees, to 
8 ceaſe, with the eſtabliſrent the church. The 
thing is moſt certain concerning the gift of tongues. 
. Thy Montaniſts * The Orthodox had no pra- 
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te phets while the ſecond age was not expired. _ If fs, how 
unreaſonable is it to . — that the gift of prophecy, 


or what was a it, immediate revelations, are 
continued in the ei 4 century? John xiv. 26. The 


4 things which t Comforter, the "Holy Ghoſt, whom 


the Father was to ſend in Chriſt's name, was to teach; 

and to bring to the remembrante of Chriſt's diſciples, were 
whatſoever the Redeemer had ſaid unto them ; therefore 
no immediate reyelations. The rophets in the: New- 
Teſtament church, mentioned 1 Cor. xii. 28: ; Eph. iv. 
11. it is agreed; had a, temporary extraordinary mini- 
ſtry in the church, Acts xiii. 1. Says Dr. Owen, iti 
Diſcourſe concerning the Holy Spirit, and his work, as 
he is the author, of ſpiritual gifts, Lond. 1693, pag. 1 58. 

lin. 8. a fin. They received immediate revelations and 
« directions from the Holy Ghoſt, in things that belong - 
« ed unto the preſent duty of the church; lin. ult. 

cc, They foretold things to come, by the in ſpiration of 
<«< the Holy Ghoſt, wherein the duty or edification of 
e the church was concerned. As their office, gift, 

and work, were extraordinary, and thence ceaſed at the 
end of the apoſtolical- age, or ſoon after, it follows, 
that the gift of prophecy, or immediate revelations, 
ceaſed alſo. Says Owen, pag. 100. of the ſame book, 
lin. 5. For to propheſy is nothing, but to declare 
* hidden and fecret things, by virtue of immediate re- 
s velation, be they of what nature they will; and ſo is 
% the word commonly uſed, Matth. xxvi. 68. ; Luke 
© xxii. 64. So an extraordinary gift without office is 
c expreſſed, Acts xix. 6. Their propheſying; which 
Vas their declaration of ſpiritual things by immediate 
et revelation, was of the ſame nature with their ¶heal- 

& 1 ing with tongues ; both extraordinary gifts and opera- 
e tions of the Holy Ghoſt. And of this fort were thoſe 
6 * miracles, healings, and tongues, which God for a 
et time ſet in the church.” This paſſage imports, that 
immediate revelations of ſecret facts, and future events, 
are both extraordinary gifts; and that they ſoon ceaſed in 
the Chriſtian church. 1. Cor. xiii.. 8.. Charity, Chri- 
ſtian brotherly love, never faileth + but whether: there 
be 4x7 wa they ſpall Jo's whether there be tongues, 


they 


— = —— —  ———— — —  — 
* _ 
” 


13 J 
they ſhall ceaſt,; ver. 13: And now abideth faith, hope; 


charity, theſe three. Theſe two verſes in connection are 
an intimation by the Holy Ghoſt, that prophecies ſhould 


fail, and the gift of prophecy ſhould expire in the Chri- 
ian churelr; tongues ſhould ceaſe; the gift of tongues: 


would foon be no more conferred: on any of - Chriſt's: ſer- 
vants or diſciples 5 faith, hope, and charity, graces of 
the Spirit, would always remain. This ſeems - a plain 
indication that prophecy, and that in all its parts and 
branehes, with all other extraordinary gifts, ſhould EX= 


pire after the days of the apoſtles, and the expiration - of 


= generation of them who converſed with Chriſt in 
he . fleſh, or of thoſe, who received the Holy Ghoſt by 
thei? miniſtry; which the moſt judicious divines make 


to be the time of the expiration of extraordinary gifts in 


the church of Chriſt. 2 Tim, iii. 16. 17. Al ſcripture 


is given by inſpiration of God, and is profitable, — that 


tie man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed 
unto all good works. If the ſcripture is profitable, that 
the man of God may be perfect, immediate revelation” 
mult be ſuppoſed to render him more than perfect, or it 


is of no uſe ; and conſequently does not really ſubſiſt. 


There is a very remarkable paſſage in Calamy's Life of 


Mr John How, Lond. 1724, ſhewing the pernicious 


tendeney of the principle of ſuppoſed immediate revela- 
tion of futureevents; which, the author obſerves, in rea- 
lity is the ſame with inſpiration, p. 22. 23. too long 
to be here tranſcribed, and which falls entirely in with 


our preceding reaſoning; It is well worth the attentive 


conſideration of any perſons who have acceſs to that en- 
tertaining book. The following are the words of Zan- 
chius, reckoned one of the moſt learned and judicious 


of Proteſtant writers on this moſt important and inte- 


reſting argument. Zanchii opera, tomo $00, Genev. - 
1669, pag. 11. col. 2. lin. 10. De Divinatione. © At 
% quomodo divinæ a diabolicis difcernuntur? R. Pri- 


% mo, divinæ voces non amplius, ut ante, audiri ſolent; 


PHDeus enim finem loquendi fecit in Filio; Heb. i. No- 


4 vifſime locutus eſt in Filio. Quicquid enim revelan- 
- pages erat e cœlo ad eccleſiam pertinens, totum in 
Clirifto:elt revelatum : nec Lo Dei voces habemus, 
5 * niſi 
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« nifi in ſeripturis S. Quare reliquum, que deincepe au- 
«--djuntur, ceu ſuſpete rejiciendæ ſint, præſertim fi 
quid circa res futuras, vel cos cultum, loquantur.,”— | 
* But how may djvine voices — reſſions be diſtin- 
guiſnhed from diabolical ones? Af. Firſt, divine voices 
uſe no longer to be heard as before: br God finiſhed ſpeak» 

ing in his Son; Heb. i. Hath laſt of all ſpoken' by his 
Sen. For whatever was to be revealed from heavens bes 
longing to the church, was wholly revealed by 'Chriſt * 
and we have the voice of God no where but in the holy 


ſcriptures. Wherefore it remains, that what voices are 


henceforth heard, are to be rejected as ſuſpicious, eſpe- 


cially if they ſpeak ITY gy RING, or Our 
hr 


Anſwers or excifitions to „ Wee to prove, 
that immediate divine revelations of ſecret things, 
and' future events, have continued-to the. Chriſtian 
church after the apoſtolical age. 


T6 the argument, That there have been innumerable 
inſtances of ſuch immediate revelations as certain facts, 
it is anſwered, No facts are of force in oppoſition to the 
expreſs declarations: of the Holy - Ghoſt in feripture, 
or the native reſult of ſuch divine teſtimonies. Many, 
if not almoſt all, ſuppoſed - predictions of future events 
by holy and intelligent men, it is more than probable, 
were only applications of ſcripture- prophecies Fe ex- 
amples to nations, perſons, circumſtances, and events, 
_ declaring how it was to be expected the Eord would act 


. 


toward them, leaving a latitude to his ſovereignty, 


Who will not be limited. It is affirmed, Archbiſhop 
Uſher foretold-things* to come: but he only told what 
appeared to him likely to happen to the church of Chriſt, 
and in the world, in conſequence of his carefully ſtudy- 
ing the book of the Revelation. What is little attended 
to, the Bible is a hiſtory of providence, as well as a rule 
of faith and practice: ſrom it is to be learned how the 
Lord, keeping his ordinary courſe in providence, will 
deal with churches and nations of ſuch diſpoſition and 
Fry as thoſe -related in ps So. and by this rule, 

en 


kor, © Tell the King 


© 4 -] 


"Ty mk ty in the ſcriptures, have told what events 
were to be expected in certain circumſtances; which ac- 


tuallytoak place, and were counted predictions, when 
ſueh perſons were far from pretending or imagining that 
they had receiyed immediate divine: revelations. To this 
eſſect it is told, that Mr Thomas Hogg; miniſter at Kil- 
tearn, in Roſsſhire, one of the mbſt holy and wiſeſt of 


miniſters, was in priſon at London for nonconformity, in 
the reign of James II. of England; one Dr Gordon, 
who withed to have him ſet at liberty, ſaid to him, If 


you will tell whether the events of the King's reign 
« are like to be favourable or adverſe, I will get you li- 
& berate.” Mr Hogg anſwered, ** Doctor, 1 thought 
« you knew. me better, than to ſuppoſe, that I believe 


there are now any immediate divine revelations.” He 


anſwered, Whether you believe ſo or not, do as I de- 

«ſire, ad you ſhall be brought out of priſon.” On Be- 
ing allowed time as required, Mr Hogg ſaid to the Doc- 
* have been reading the books of 


9 Kings and Chratiietes, to ſee if 1 could find a king 


like his. Majeſtz, gubjects like his Majeſty's ſubjects; 


« and I diſcern, n God keeps his ordinary courſe 


e f procedure i Fovidence, the events of his Maje-.” 


&« ſty's reign are ast 1ike to be favourable, but.adverſe.”: 


Mr Hogg wasJiberae ; and every one knows King James 


was driven from his throne by the nation for invading 
their. civil and religious rights, and died an exile in 
| t was. mentioned in a former part of this eſ- 
ſay, that probably the Lord reveals future events to Satan 
for. wiſe ends of providence. If ſo, there is no reaſon. 
to doubt the devil ean impreſs theſe on the imaginations. 
of the beſt of men, ſo as to make them think that they 
receive them immediately from the Lord. Their- own” 
fancies alſo may ſo Vork, as to make the moſt holy and 
intelligent perſons who-..have that: turn conclude, that 


Hluſions of their brains are immediate divine revelations. 


After all, many, or moſt, of thoſe ſuppoſed facts, need 
to be far better aſcertained as to their exiſtence ere on 


121 


they may bins ad it is limi ting ſoversignty to \fay; they cans 
not beit isanſwered, The hinge of the controverſy be- 
twixt the church of England, main tainers of : the lawful- 
neſs of the inventions of men in the worſhip-of God, 
and the Diſſenters, who deny ſuch lawfulneſs, here ap- 
plies as preciſely in point. Thoſe of the church of Eng- 
land ſay, What is not forbidden in ſcripture; is lawful; 
the Diſſenters affirm, What is not appointed in ſcrip- 
ture by precept or example, is prohibited, Matt. xv. 9.; 
Mark vii. 7. We argue; What is not promiſed, What 
has no foundation in ſcripture, is not to: be expected, 
cannot have place. Though the Old -Teſtament church 
had immediate revelations, ſuch as were mentioned 
when the arguments for continuance of revelations were 
adduced, and, it is preſumed, the , New-Teſtament 
church does not. enjoy any revelations but thoſe recorded 
in ſcripture, they are no loſers by ſuch want, but great 
gainers; as, in place of that and other ways of divine 
diſcovery, they have the Bible, a perfect and infallible 
rule of faith and practice, à certain touchſtone, by 
which to try the ſpirits, 1 John i iV. 1:3: 1 Théff. v. 21. 
Rev. ii. 2. and are not in ſuch danger as were Old- Te- 
ſtament ſaints, Who, in room of the Bible, had dreams, 
viſions, immediate revelations, and other things, that 
hazarded their: being impoſed. on by Satan. transformed 
into an angel of light, 2 Cor. xi. 14.; artful ſeducers, 
Ezek. xiii- 17.— 23.; 2 Pet. iii. 17.3. 2 John 7.; Eph. 
iv. 14. ; and their on ĩmaginations.— Admit that the 
Lord's children now: have divine dreams that exxite to 
duty, and are premonitions of dangers: to be avoided, 
theſe are different from immediate revelations of facts, 
and future events; are of the ſame nature with ſome 
part of divine influence; common to all believers, aud 
thus do not enter juſtly into the preſent argument. 
Mloſt dreams are the vain rovings of the imagination, 
occaſioned by our thoughts and purſuits when awake. 
Eccl. v. 3. 2.; Jer. xxiti. 25.— 28.; xxix. 8. Or, if 
they are ſuppoſed, with Baxter on the Soul, to be the 
effect of the agency of good or evil ſpirits on our ſpi- 
rits and bodies, (a principle that will perhaps not be ea- 
| fly g. chat will not vary the caſe. To affirm; that 


the 
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che canon of the ſcripture was not completed. with tune 
book of the Revelation, and that ſome what may poſſibly be 
{till added: to it by its divine author, opens a gap for the 
unſcriptural principles and traditions of the church of 
ERome, and invalidates or overturns the foundation Pro- 
teſtant principle, That we are to believe the Bible to be 
the word of God, not from the teſtimony or declaration 
of the church, but the- marks and characters of it in the 
ſoriptures themſelves. Our faith thereof is to be reſol- 
ved, not inte the authority. of the church, but into the 
authority of the Lord ſpeaking in his word: for if addi- 
tions may be made to the canon of ſcripture, now about 
1700 years after the book of Revelation of John was gi- - 
ven to the church, the Bible is not yet a complete and 
perfect rule in extent; and, which ſhews the extravagance 
of the ſuppoſition under confideration, it is a juſtly rec 
ceived principle of Proteſtants, That the books of the 
Old and New Teſtament. were received into the canon 
of ſcripture by the church from the infallible illumina- 
tion of the Holy Ghoſt; for a ſpirit of prophecy reinain- 
ed in the Jewiſh and Chriſtian: church, till the canon of 
the Old and New Teſtament was ſealed and completed. 
To the argument, That immediate revelations may have 
plate, though they are not of the fame weight and uſe 
to other perſons as to them that receive them, becauſe 
there are ſome things in Chriſtianity experienced by be- 
lievers which they cannot fully repreſent to others; it 
is anſwered, This argument allows, that a ſcripturalt rea- 
ſon of ſuch revelations ' for the conviction of others, 
cannot be rendered: they are therefore to be rejected 
by the Holy Ghoſt's expreſs declaration and appointment, 
I Pet. iii. 15. Though Chriſtians cannot expreſs ſome 
inward workings of their hearts toward God in words, 
ſuch things are ſcriptural, 'and could be tried by the rule 
of the Bible, were they uttered. The Lord indeed ſaid, 
Gen. xviii. 17. Shall I hide from Abraham that thing 
which I do? the deſtruction of Sodom. Bur that is of 
no weight to eſtabliſh the principle of immediate reve- 
lations in the New-Teſtament church now): for imme- 
diare revelation of ſecret things, and future events, was 
one of the divers manners in which God ſpake gener 0 
C1 | athers 
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i 41» before he ſpake unto us, the Neu- Teſtament 
church, in theſe laſt days by his Son, excluſive of all 


theſe manners, and ſo as to put an end to them, ver. 2, 
28: was before proved. Beſides, Abraham was a prophet, 
as. God revealed to the church and world by him the pro- 
miſed Meſſiah, and Saviour of ſinners, as to ſpring from 
his loins, Gen: xii. 3. The moſt judicious commenta- 
tors, yea indeed all of them, for what appears, are af 
opinion, the ſecret of the Lord that is with them that- 
| fear him, Pal. xxv. 14. is not the ſecret diſpenſations of 
his providence, but his word and counſel to guide and 


direct them in the right way, as is explained by the fol- 
lowing words in the verſe; and lie will ſhew them his 


covenant.; termed a ſecret, becauſe. of the many and 


deep. myſteries | in it; or his love and favour, called his 
ſecret, Job xxix. 4.3 Prov. iii. 32.; or his gracious and 


fatherly providence in general. When the Lord ſays, 


If. xlv. 11. At me of things to. come concerning 
ſons, the meaning, plainly is, of the methods of his grace 
and providence in carrying on his work in them toward 


perfection. . The Dutch tranſlation of the words is, they 


8 have asked me of things to come; impu- 
ntly to make trial of my omniſcience; or, according 
to our tranſlation, the Lord ſends that -people to aſk his 

phets. Thus it is nothing in the preſent argument. 
{rare it is ſaid, Am. iii 7. Surely, the Lord God will do 
nothing, but he revealeth his ſecret unto his ſervants the 
Frophets, it is not ſaid he revealeth his ſecret to his peo- 
ple alſo. - Thus the paſſage ſeems. a plain affirmation, the 
Lord does not reveal his ſecret to the people, except by 
the prophets inſpired. The branch of the argument by 
analogy therefore is of no weight againſt a flat divine 
denial. - Chriſt ſaid, John xv. 15 All things that I have 
heard of m Father 1 have made known unto you, for 
3 and office of miniſters, comfort and ſalvation 


of believers, . But immediate revelations of ſecret things, 


and future events, would not be for the ſpiritual benefit 
of the one or the other, or real advantage in any regard, 
but would prove byrtful, as. was before clearly proved. 


| It i is h A deſire to hw futurity is jultty conli- 
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Fathers by the -prophets | in, Old-Teſtament times, Heh, 
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ed an evidence vf a weak mind. Imprudente 3s 4 
Moral evil; is it then to be fuppoſed, that the 
God wil! cheriſh what is to be blamed in his own chil 
dren? John xvi. 13. And he (the Spirit of truth) will 
Jhew ' you things to Te: The — meaning of theſe 
terms is, H would be a fpirit of prophecy in diſſerent 
perſons, enabling them to predict future contingent e- 
vents, till the canon of the ſeripture ſhould be comple- 
ted; becauſe prophecy, and miraculous powers and 6- 
ratibns. are the evidences to the world of the truth 
of Chriſtianity, ' and of the fcriptures; as a revelation 
from God; and it is a fact filly eſtabliſhed in rhe prece- 
ding *part 'of this eſſay, that propheey and miraculous 
powers ceaſed witli the generation of them who conver 
Fed with Chriſt in the fleſh, or of thoſe who: received 
the Holy 'Ghoſt by their miniſtry. Therefore theſe words 
are no promiſe of the continuance of a ng revelite 
| tions aſter that time. ws | e et 
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„Beese ein the arguments. to. 1 ul Th 
. mediate divine revelations .of ſecret. or future 
vente, are not continued to the Chriſtzan. Clare 
aſter the apoſtolical age, . dered; Lg 4 | 
arguments further illuſtrated. , : 


BY will be faid, ' Are there not foch things as Aſt 
impreſſions on the minds of Chriſtians, 2 only im- 
ä pr ton of a fanetifying and comforting nature and in- 
fluence, but alſo excitements to duties, warnings of 
dangers, diſcoveries of ſnares, faggeſtions to 
things tliat may be profitable to one's ſelf or others,” in 
body, health, ſpirit} talents,” character, eſtate, or con- 
dition? Anf. es. But theſe impreflions, and imfne- 
diate revelations, are quite diſtine things. It is moſt 
difficult in many or moſt inftances to judge of their riſe, 
nature, and tendency. For that, and other reaſons, per- 

Tons are not to lay ſtreſs on the impreſſi on as made, e- 
ven when paſſages of ſcripture are brought to remem- 
bprance, chiefly of ſolely becauſe impreſſed on the mind, 
nor at all ſimply as impreſſed; but only on the thing 3 
FI as — agreeable to the * of N | 
: realon, 


. 7 
reaſon, and ſuited to one's condition in a religious ro- 
gard, moral conſideration, civil reſpec, or natural view 
Am not] to believe a word of grace and promiſe 
brought to my remembrance, not only becauſe. it is the 
word of God, but alſo the rather to believe it, and takt 
comfort from it, that it is brought to my remembrance, 
and impreſſed on my mind, by the Holy Ghoſt; as ſuited 
to my condition, ta give me comfort and relief, as a 
fulfilment of * promiſes, John xiv. 26.; 1 John i ii. 25. ; 
Jobs xvi. 13. An. No ſober perſons who believe the 
ſcriptures, and conſider them, will deny, that in multi- 
2 inſtances the Holy Ghoſt hrings expreſs paſſages of 
cripture, promiſes, doctrines, precepts, &c. to the re- 
membrance of believers, according to their need. But 


it is the authority of the Lord Gad ſpeaking in his word, 


and by it, that is the ground of our faith; and not the 
Spirit his impreſſing it on our minds, and bringing it 
to our remembrance. One is therefore as much bound 
to believe and apply promiſes of the new covenant, and 
words of grace, fuited to his caſe, and binding him to 
believe them, when he reads them i in the Bible, as after- 
he is perſuaded, that the Spirit has brought them to his 
remembrance. Thus we are to lay ſtreſs on the word as. 
in the Bible, a rule of faith and practice, not as brought 
to our remembrance; for as the Holy Ghoſt brings to 
one's remembrance. ſcripture· paſfages, the devil throws 
Bible texts and words into the minds of believers for 
different pernicious purpoſes, as he cited. ſcriptures to 
the Lord Jeſus, Matt. iv. 6. One's own ſpirit recollects 
parts of tho ſacred records. It is a matter of great diffi- 
culty, as well as of high importance in practice, to diſ- 
tinguiſh rightly what of ſcripture is brought to mina by 
the Holy Ghoſt, _— by..the devil, what by our own 
ſpirit.” The grand queſtion however is, Has one made 
by grace the 2 of Ef fe h texts or paſſages appointed and 
directed in the Bible? then they are fate in what manner 
ſoever ſuch of the Holy Ghaſt's words were impreſſed 
on the mind, or by whatever means. In this caſe, one 
may warrantably take additional comfort from the con- 
ſideration, that the Holy Ghoſt enabled. him to mix ſuch 


: Abs wouls with faith; fo. 8 by his energy and eue, 
they. 


> 
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they have groſs his ſoul, Heb. iv. 2. There is the 
utmoſt need of all caution. and accuracy in treating this 
argument, in writing, preaching, converſation, or prac- 
tice ; for Satan leads poor ſouls into ruining ſnares by 
miſtakes in the matter. One who never was: exerciſed 
x10: godlinefs (on the contrary is evidently immoral) 
ſhall have If. liv. 5. or: ſome ſuch paſſage, warmly im- 
| preſſed on his mind at a communion-ſeaſon, or under 
aMiQtion ; the perſon concludes, rhis'is the Lord telling 
him he is his God and huſband. All endeavours by Chri- 
ſtians, during his life, or at death, to break the ruining 
ſnare, are ineffectual; the poor ſoul - goes to the grave 
with a lie in the right hand, ſaying, when told their 
Jpors are not the ſpots of the Lord's children, © The 
Lord told me, going to ſuch a communion, or in the 
«* time of it, he my maker was my huſband, and I be · 
| ce eve him ; he is my huſband, after all you can ſay.“ 
Others exerciſed about the ſalvation of. their ſoul, and 
convinced of ſin in ſame degree, but who never got a 
faving diſcovery of Chriſt, and of the way of ſalvation 
through him, and thus never were led to {eek from the 
Lord ſaving faith! in him, ſo as to attain and act it, ſhall 
have ſuch texts as If. xliii. 25. Matt. ix. 2. warmly, 
avith continuance, impreſſed on their mind by the de- 
vil; they conclude, this certainly is the Spirit of the 
Lord, teſtifying that they are chiluren of God. Thus , 
they fall ſhort. A real converſion ;- and if the Lord fhall 
not mercifully break the dangerous ſnare, an unwiſe ſon, 
or daughter, not only fiays long in the place of the break- 
ing farth of children, Hof. xiii. 13. but perithes in it for 
eternity, Other welk inclined or ſerious and pious per- 
ſons underſtanding, - that Chriſtians Who are of great 
character, are accuſtomed to get ſcriptures. impreſſed on 
their minds, as diſcoveries af duty, or intimations of e- 
vents, to have place in their lives, ſhall chuſe their em- 
ployment, relations, cannections, or reſidences, in ſhort, 
undertake nothing in life ar buſineſs but by ſcrip- 
tures impreſſed on their minds, and think they are un- 
der the leading of the Spirit of Chriſt in the whole, 
when deceived by the 3 till the Lord breaks the 
a by making them m ated to Prov. xix. 274; John a. 
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% bur obe ſuch paſſages,. or by inſtrumentality of per. 
ſons _ Tad. Wen n We - of * ſome o_— | 


2 letter foes ehe Reverend Mr W. 8. to the Re- 
verend Mr james Cuthbert, late miniſter of 
the RE at Culroſs. . - 


batt October 31. 171. 
© My very dear brother, 1 Set 
Our kind letter about the abjuration I received the 
28th inſtant, When the juſtices were convened, 
and all eyes intent upon what miniſters would do that 
day; particularly in this place, where an expectation 
was entertained that all the members in this preſbytery 
would be nonjurors, my colleague only excepted, and a 
reſolution taken, to uſe the law to the rigour: But the 
ill-natured party, met with a diſappointment, which con- 
founds them: for our preſbytery got light, courage, 
and ſtrength, and went into open court to take that oath; 
where the moderator delivered the following introduo- 
tion. “ My Lord Preſes, We the members of the 
e preſbytery of ——, as faithful and loyal ſubjects, come 
66 here. before the Honourable Juſtices, in obedience to 
the law requiring us to take the oath of abjuration : 
©. having already ſolemnly called upon the name of the 
Lord, and received light and encouragement from 
the Word of the Lord, to give this teſt of our loyalty, 
ve therefore come to do it heartily, freely, and wil- 
„ lingly.“ The ſpeaker ſpoke out with concern and 
compoſure. The Jacobites are mightily ſurpriſed; a 
grave ſilence is in the houſe; our ſpirits are pleaſantly 
compoſed to perform this piece of worſhip ; and as we 
came in peace to do it, we were pleaſant ly eum af⸗ 
der, performance. 
I know. you'll be ſurpriſed, and other worthy: bro: 
— in your and neighbouring preſbyteries, who might 
bave heard of our fears and darkneſs anent that oath,” un- 
leſs the Father of lights hath ſurpriſed you with. light, 
EY and Þherty, $9.g0 abaut a your duty, 25 ha bas 


done 
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dope amotig us; In which caſe'thi tollowing freouve 
will:pleaſe, and perhaps confirm you; for the Lord can 
confirm the ſtronger even by the weaker brethren. 
Jou know there are but four brethren in our preſby · 
tery, Mr B-—ie, Mr For, Mr C— r, and I. As 
to Mr Bie, he was feckoned a clear brother long be. 
fore now; and yet he was: in great diſtreſs, as by told 
me, particularly the 27th, about parting: with his bre- 
thren. I told him, the next day was appointed for pray- 
er and conferèi and then we would fully underſtand 
the minds of Mh other upon chat point; and till then 
vould ſuſpend the revealing of my thoughts, and iti 
the mean time cry to Heaven for confirmed light. ä 
The other brethren : came on I ueſday, and gave us 
the following account. Mr F——r informs, that he 
was ſet upon by ſome of the worthieſt of his pariſn, who 
beſeeched him, with arguments and tears, to look well 
to what he did, and not raſhly conclude, to depri ve 
their ſouls of the bread of life, &c. upon which he was 


made the more earneſtly to addreſs a throne of grace for 


light: whereupon he found he had been ſo intent upon 
the objections againſt the oath, that he conſidered no ar- 
guments in favour' of it; and falling a muling and pray» 
ing upon that head, in the one he finds ſatisfying. an- 
ſwers to objections, and in the other ſcriprure-light for 
duty; which pleaſantly encouraged: him; particularly 
rhat ſcripture, Be ſubject to ordinance f man, 
or the Lord's fake, "ſl and finding the articles of 
"this oatii lawful, he found, that-by divine porters be | 
was obliged to obey this human ordinance. 
Mr Cr and he came to Cu on Monday | 
winds; before two worthy perſons in that family, they 
_ confer upon the matter till it was near midnight. The 
conclufion was, Mr r declared, That he conſider- 
ed the anſwers given then, and before, to his objections, 
and could not deny but his reaſon was ſo far fatisfied 
that he had nothing to, ay: but (ſays he) I have ſtill 
a weight remaining, . and a fear; and therefore till 
« God remove that, for the whole earth T' cannot 
« into it. Yea (adds he) let the gallows be ſet up in 
* Loss Place, and the e a leraugho- 
\ a | rity 
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«ity threaten me, that I muſt chuſe the one or juſt 
e then meet with the other, I would heartily ſubmit to 
the gallows before I took the abjuration, till God 
„ himſelf clear my way, by giving me the light of his 
* countenance and preſence, as well as the light of 

« ſcripture.” To Which Mr Fr, in an agony, re- 
plied, That if he was in a deluſion in that matter, he 
was ſo in greater matters; for he had no more for his 
ſalvation than the word and Spirit of God, and he had 
the ſame for performing this piece of "worſhip to God, 
and duty to man; and therefore his brother's reluctancy 
to it was a temptation to him to ſhake the — 
his hope for heaven; and therefore intreated him, ſeeing 
reaſoning could prevail nothing with him, to ſee what. 
prayer could do. Upon which Mr C-—r being defired 
to pray, did ſo; in Which he found ſuch a down-pour- 
ing of God's Spirit, fuch an out- pouring of his own, 
fuch a power and preſence of God, that all the joiners, 
being honeſt and worthy perſons; found their ſouls in 
the ſuburbs of heaven, as I was teld by ſome of them; 
and having aſked Mr rr about it privately, (for he 
was very modeſt in preſbytery), he told me he never 
had a more diſtinct view and ſweeter gale in all his life. 
After Which he retired a little, and returned; and told 
his friends, that God had now cleared him in his duty, 
and he was chearfully- willing to perform it, by taking 
the abjuration. f n F 
Next morning both Mr F=—-r and he are confirmed 
in private; come to church; receive renewed confirma- 
tions in public: they come to preſbytery; their faces 
fhine; they are aſked their judgement; they declare their 
clearneſs with a calm and ſweetneſs, which put me into 
- a pleafant ſurpriſe; and then my on judgement is re- 
quired, to which I made the following anſwer. * That 
_ - © F-had much of thought and weight about that matter, 
but never more than laſt night: though a little before 
„ had ſome glimmerings of light, yet my weights re- 
s cur, in a double proportion, for confirmed light; and 
I had met with ſome particular paſſages. from word, 
e providence, and influences, which pleafantly deter- 
4 mined me. And I aſſured them; it added much te 
826 ; "= my 
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my confirmation, to find ſuch a pleaſant harmony, per- 
©. haps beyond my expectation, among my brethren; 
and therefore looked upon it as my duty to perform 
e that piece of worſhip; Nevertheleſs L had a petition 
< to ſeek.of them, and I was reſolved to do it with an 
e entire regard to their peace and comfort; and that 
was, if they would allow me to ſuſpend the exerciſe 
te of that duty for a ſeaſon ;. becauſe I underſtood. wor- 
$ thy brethren in the ſauth were againſt that -oath, and 
„ might have more hearing with them before than af- 
< ter accepting of it; and J was reſolved to improve a- 
* ny room I had in their judgement or affection, for ad- 
„ vancing mutual love between them and us; yea, ſo 
far as I ſhould be enabled, between them and the 
church of Scotland.” To which it is anſwered, That 
the ſame God who had cleared them {6 pleaſantly, might 
tie ame to other brethren ; that if 1 did omit this 
occaſion, I might find the door ſhut; and to be ſure the 
malignants of would immediately get the gift of 
y ſtipend. to their meeting-houſe; and therefore, if 1 
ad light in it as duty, to declare it by my practice, in 
Joining cordially with them. To which I replied, That 
when I ſaid I had light of duty in this matter, I ſaid it in 
ſingleneſs of heart, and if they had allowed me to ſuſ- 
nd the exerciſe of it for a ſeaſon, I would do it hearti- 
; but in regard I had ſubmitted that to them on 
weighty grounds, and that they had advanced reaſons 
and reſolutions againſt it, &c. I would chearfully follow “ 
my light in going in with them. After which, in pri- 
vate, they told me the above- written account of the 
grounds of their freedom: and then I was {till the more 
Jou have now a ſhort account of what our preſbytery 
have done, with. the hiſtorical part of the reaſons. there - 
of. If worthy, brethren. with you have done the like, it 
will greatly confirm us, and add to our joy and ſtrength; 
if otherwiſe, we ſhall be obliged to double our prayers, 
for confirmation from him whoſe work ts perfect, and 
who will not forſake the work of his hands. Here I 


mall venture on a thought, which. I cannot diſcuſs, 


Ul 
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the ſuppoſition; that worthy brethren with you; and we 
mould, differ about this oath. With you there are wor- 
thy men, who may be againſt this cath, and have not 
only their reaſons againſt it, but likewiſe the Lord's 
preſence and countenance, Which encourages them to 
ſtand out againſt it. With us there are who have rea- 
ſons for it, and founded on clear revelation, with the 
Lord's preſence and countenance, to perform this piece 
_ of worthip to God, and loyalty to man, with fear and 
Jay. How ſhall we, in this caſe, win to charitable, 
thoughts of one another, and hanourable thoughts of 
the influence of the Spirit, truly and really Rept to 
both — ect I ſhall W's no more, Ferre Cults 


Mr Cathbert's reply ro Mr $ 's Jeter, 


Reverend and Dear Sir, 5 wn 
Our letter.of the 3ſt October (for which 1 give you! 
+ hearty thanks) came to hand about five weeks ago; 
add though I was much inclined to anſwer it ſooner;” 
yet ſeveral things hindered till now]; ſo that I hope you'll 
t no unfavourable conſtruction upon the delay.- .  - *+ 
I had ſo ſtated a — gw againſt the oath, before the: 
time of taking cam, and was fo eaſy after it about my 
own practice, that, in conſequence thereof, I could not. 
withour concern hear of a difference berwixt you and 
me, in a matter of ſuch importance as a ſolemn bath. 
And though it ſurpriſed me the more, that ] judged by 
what had paſſed bet wixt us we would be one in tha par- 
ticular, as I deſire we ſhould be in all things elſe; yet it 
ſurpriſed me the leſs, that one told me What you had 
done, before your letter came to hand; which though 
I believed it not, even when poſitively aſſerted by a pret=" | 
ty ſufficient author, vet caſt me into ſuch doubt, as pre- 
pared me a little for wenne the too true account from 
yourſelf. ne 
Tam Rea Dear Sir, except you defire it, to give YOu” 
now, and by writing too, the reaſons of my practice; 
and I am the rather inclined to let char alone, at leaſt 


for thjs time, that you give me no particular reaſons:for:s 
1 1 D vous. 


the practice followed, under or 
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your own, when you might eaſily judge that ad ba 


the only way to. reconcile me. to it, and bring me into 
the ſame meaſures, in caſe the oath thou (9h is goiter 
ble) come about again. 


The. account you give of the light, poi be and 
ſtrength, your pre ſpytery got to take that oath, the 
ce and compoſure you had in taking it, and the con- 
rmation you attained to after performance, cannot, 


you know, amount to a better ground of proving it 


good, than ſuch other. accounts from refuſers (of wp 
here are many to be produced) can for proving it 

and an argument equally good for e either ſide — 
* ueſtion is goad far neither: | 

eſe things, when joined with more than ordinary 

aſſiſtance in prayer for direction; and, which is more, a 
reſolution following thereupon, while under the light 
of the divine countenance ; which your account bears to 
have been the caſe of one of your brethren, and which, 
it is like, I might ſay of ſome of my brethren her E. 
Thoſe reſolution and practice were contrary to his 
whom you write; theſe things, 1 ſay, may give us 
charitable thoughts of the men who attain to ſuch frames. 


of ſpirit, - whether they are jurors or nonjurors; but do. 


not at all determine, whether the reſolution taken, or 
after theſe frames, be 
lawful or-unlawſul. And all the accounts that can be 
given, of having received light in general, while there 
is no particular mention of the ſcripture- paſſages, and 
when there is no due application made of the caſe in 


hand unto theſe, cannot, ſhould not, determine me, 


(whoſe faith or praftice muſt not be determined by ano- 
ther's) ; for I'll make no hand that way, but by the word 


of God, the only rule of faith and manners, the true 


touchſtone of truth and duty, which makes that aſſent 
Faith, whereof it is the ground, and that practice duty, 


| which it directs to: And we will bave ever reaſon for 


blefſing God, who has ſo well provided for us in this 
particular : far as this is the ſure word of prophecy, the 


light ſhining in a dark place, and all other guides are 
like blazing meteors in the night, which deluding the 


traveller, draws him aſide into dangerous ſens, and 15 
| ELLE '_ ily 


- Villy places; ſo What a maze would we be brought to, 
if we were to be led by others in the preſent caſe, when 
'the men we would be readieſt to rely on, differ ſo much 
among themſelves, while both ſpeak of divine conduct; 
und yet the contrariety of their ſentiments and practice, 
plainly demonſtrates, that both cannot have it in this 
particular: But let God be true, and every man a liar. 
It is a very grave and weighty queſtion you ſtate in 
the end of your letter. Upon the ſuppoſition, that 
-worthy brethren with us and yon” ſhould differ about 
this oath, the one having reaſons againſt it, with the 
Lord's prefence and countenance encouraging them to 
ſtand it out; the other m_ reaſons for it, founded 
on clear revelation; with the Lord's preſence and coun- 
tenance to perform this piece of worſhip to God, and 
duty to man, with fear and joy; how ſhall we, ſay 
you, in this caſe, win to charitable thoughts of one an- 
other; and honourable thoughts of the influences of the 
Spirit, truly and really conveyed to both partie? 
Had the queſtion been only about the expediency of 
the oath, which you know is determined by ſuch cir- 
cumſtances as time and place, or the like; which may 
be different in one place from what it is in another, with 
you from what it is with us; and that the queſtion were 
only ftated betwixt you and us, the difficulty would 
not be {6 great: but when the queſtion is, concerning 
the lawfulneſs of the oath as ir ſtands in itſelf, which is 
the ſame to you as to us; and that difference of practice 
is berwixt perſons whoſe circumſtances are the ſame; 
hat to ſay, and ſay well, of the light both parties have, 
or pretend to have; ih a contrary practice, when good 
men {ſtand on both ſides, is, 1 own; very hard; and I 
heartily wiſh you had taken as much time as would have. 
anſwered your own queſtion with the ſame diſtinctneſs 
that you propoſed ir. RI PRES 


Though I may be aſhamed to aſſer my thoughts to you 
on ſo important and weighty a point; yet ſince Mr S, 
deſires it; and that my efforts to anſwer it, when they _ 
expreſs more willingneſs than ability, may not only give 

him occaſion, but provoke him to give it a full ſolution, 


f 
| 
| 
| 
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3 ad lay down the following propoſitions; under 


the correction of him to whom l lend them. 
I. That a, ſovereign Lord is pleaſed to give light to 


ſome ſor clearing. up duty, while he with-holds it from 
others, even of his on people; and this for glorious, 
wiſe, and gracious. ends, Which, may appear in the e- 
vent. to ſuch as are left for the time to miſtake-their way. 

This is evident from the experience of ſaints in ſcripture, 


6 aud of all ages, paſt and preſent. To offer a few parti- 


cular inſtances, would be an een done to a wen that 
mie of ſo many. 

2. That though the: Land: > orpifen ae to fuch | 
as acknowledge him in their ways, Prov. iii. 6.3 yet 
ſome ash, and receive not, becauſe they ask amiſs, Jam. 


Ws Ti$ either When they tempt the Lord; by inquiring 


about what he has already determined and made clear, 
or when they -provoke him, by entertaining à wrong 
bias to one ſide, for gratiſying ſome Juſt. which may ſe- 
cretly lodge i in the heart, or uſe other ſuch undue me- 


thods; Numb. xxii. 12. 20. 22: ; Plal. Ixvi. 18: 


3. That the Lord may fometimes, through pity to 


| his. children, whoſe: frame he knows, and according to 


his covenant, within the bond whereof they ſtill are, 
Jhed on their hearts ſtrengthening, ſupporting; and com- 
forting influences, either when they are afking direction 
.in a particular cafe, or when they are employed in ſome 
practice, when it is neither that caſe, nor this practice, 
that theſe influences reſpect, but the otherwiſe neech | 
caſe of him, who receives them. This propoſition. is 
plain, from the account we have in ſcripture. of divine 


:. commpaſſions, which flow out for the relief of his own 
people, in a time off extremity, when their hearts are 
ready to faint or fail within them, or their ſtate other- 


vriſe requires influences, for the ſupport and comfort he 
gives, and is engaged to give, according to covenant, 
hate ver be their other eircumſtances; ; val. Ixx818\ 33. 
S425 Eh: 1314. 11 07 ff 

That it is not the influences of the Spirit working 
In us, but his voice in the {criptures of truth, which is 
the only (determining rule of faith and practice. In- 


5 Auences are indeed neceſſory to work, maintain, and in- 


creaſe 


19 ] 

creaſe grace; and ſometimes muft be let out in abun- 
dance to ſtrengthen and comfort a feeble fainting ſpirit. 
They are neceſſary for our diſcerning the rule of the 
| _ and applying particular caſes to it, and far en- 
ng and ſtrengthening us to follow the rule, by 
. — and practiſing according to it: but they are 
not at all the rule, though neceſſary for the right uſe of 
the rule. This propoſition is the commonly received 
doctrine of Proteſtants, Who, in oppoſition to enthu- 
ſtaſts, thus diſtipguiſh betwixt the efficiency of the Spi- 
rit in the impreſſion it makes upen us by its influences, 
and the teſtimony. of the ſame Spirit in the word of God, 
If. viii. 20.; Luke xvi. 29. Pſal. cxix. 18. and li. 12. 

5. That God's children may have ſome principles or 

; truths of religion, which may be ſome way concerned 
in deciding the point they are anxious about, cleared 
up: to them, while they are exerciſed about that point, 
and may receive a conſiderable meaſure of the light of 
God's countenance; and yet, after all, be left ro make. 
undue inferences from theſe general principles ſo cleared 
up; and ſuch an undue application of them to the caſe 
in hand, as may draw them into an unwarrantable ſinful 
practice. This propoſition is put beyond all controverſy 
by the hiſtory of Job's friends. They were good men, 
who no doubt aſked divine counſel how they thould deal 
with their diſtreſſed friend; they are wonderfully en- 
lightened in the knowledge of many ſublime and impor- 
tant truths of religion which were concerned with the 
point of Job's trial; yea, and the rapture in which they 
| ſpoke, plainly: ſhews, that they were under the light of 
divine countenance, and very lively ſpiritual influences 
while they dealt with Job: notwithſtanding of all which, 
from theſe truths they draw) undue inferences, by 
which they miſtake their megſures in their dealing with 
Job; and fin ſo grievouſly, as the Lord lays it ſolemnly 
to their charge, as what muſt be expiated by a- burnt- 
offering, Job xlii. 7. 8. 
No, Sir, from theſe propoſ itions, get! in a true light, 
and better improved, I hambly conceive, may ariſe aft» 
lution to your queſtion. The cafe of. Job directs us to 
charitable thoughts of one another : he is commanded - 
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of God to pray for his offending friends; who, meaning 
well perhaps, did what was ill; and he was accepted for 
them, ſo as the Lord dealt not with them after their 
folly. And when we duly conſider the difpenfations of 
God toward his people, particularly in the conveyances 
of influences, ſo as to give every thing its due place, the 
Word its place; and the Spirit his; and to uſe means in 
a ſuitable way, applying them to their proper ends, and 
to aſcribe effects to their own particular cauſes, we'll 
then ſee, that whatever may be our miſmanagement; 
there is ſtill ground t entertain honourable thoughts f 
the Spirit's influences. We will ſee indeed a beautiful 
variety in the free actings of a fovereign Spirit blowing 
where he liſteth: but there is alſo a ſteady unalterable u- 
niformity in his actings, with reſpec to the purity of his 
nature, according to which, he cannot behold, far leſs 
approve; evil, or direct to it; with reſpect alſo to the 
eternal rule of righteoufneſs, according to which he un- 
changeably acts from the perfection of his nature, and we 
ſtill ought to act from the force of the obligation ir lays up- 
on us; ah, finally, in reſpect of the everlaſting: covenant; 
within the bond whereof the Lord's people are, and unto 
Which he ſtands faithfu}; in the view and farth whereof, 
be our failures what they will, we may fay with the 
Pſalmiſt, His work is honourable and glorious, and his 
righteouſneſs endureth for ever. The works of the 
Lord are verity and judgement ; all his commandments 
are ſure. They ſtand faſt for ever and ever, and are 
done in truth and uprightneſs. — He hath chmmanded 
his covenant for ever. Vlal. cxi. 3. 7. 6. 949. 
Now, Sir, I know too well to whom I write, to make 
a long application of the preceding doctrine ; I thalt only 
draw a general inference from it; and however we may 
_ differ in a more particular one, 'm ' perſuaded we'll a- 


.* pree in this, viz, That we had need to act cautioufly in 


ſeeking, and to ſpeak warily of obtaining, light and en- 
couragement to duty, by word and influences; ſince 
there is danger of miſguiding our ſteps, by undue ap- 
plication made to tlie matter we aſk light about, and 
then charging a holy faithful God with What, on further 
ttial; we'll find our own fin am folly, yx. 
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I had ended my letter here, or ſoon after, if the par- 
ticular hiſtory you give me of your own: and other bre- 
threns practice did not invite me to offer ſome remarks 
upon it : .and that I may deal- fairly, 1 ſhall ai Jon: ta 
ſhew them to the perſons concerned. 

1. I find not in the whole of your letters one. . 
| ſage of ſcripture. offered to. favour the; oath, ſave on- 
1y. that of 1 Peter ii. 13, Submit yourſelf. to every or- 
dinance of man for the Lord's ale; which Mr F-——r 
himſelf, who goes on that foundation, owns.to bind to the 
practice, only on ſuppoſition the oath is lawſul; which, 
as it js the great queſtion, ſo it is not in the leaſt deter- 
mined by that ſcripture... You. mention. your being de- 
termined by word, providences, and influences; which, 
though you name at once, I'm perſuaded you put a dif- 
. betwixt, as to a determining virtue; ſince you 

ow that it is only the word can be the ground on which 
a perſon muſt go, in faith, or duty. Influence indeed dif+ 
poſes 3o diſcern, and ſtrengthens to perform, the duty 
revealed and cleared up by the word; and providence 
may be an adminicle ſor confirmation to a perſon ſo pre- 
yiouſly cleared and encouraged to duty: but neither 
doth this, or that, but the word only, amount to any- 
ground of faith for truth and duty, Mean-time, Dear 
Sir, you mention na ſcripture-paſſage at all in which 
you got light, though, you know, that muſt be the on- 
ly thing can determine my eee or reconcile me to 
yours. 

There is no mention at all made by you of any thing 
like argument to determine the rational nature, fave on- 
ly what your brethren tell you of. its being certain, that. 
the malignants of I—— would immediately get the gift 
of your ſtipend for their meeting-houſe ; which, as it is 
what I do not believe one word of, ſo was and could 
only be propoſed by them to one already clear about the- 
_ cath, but heſitating about the expediency of taking it 
then. But ſtill I hear nothing of the grounds on which 
you were clear to take it, nor any of yaur brethrens rea- 
ſons, fave the foreſaid one of Mr F—'s, of which af- 
terwards; yet, in the end of your letter, you mention 
an above. oritten aerount of the grounds of e 
„ | | on A 
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dom; and little after you ſpeak of the reaſons of their | 


practice, as before declared, yet I'm ſtill to find them out 


in your letter. This, your being ſilent on the grounds, 


appears the more ſtrange to me, that you and I ſeemd 
once to agree upon letting the oath alone; and ſince my 


dear friend parted with me, why (having a good occa- 


ſion) did not he tell me wherefore ! eſpecially conſidering 
that my letter, to which yours was an anſwer, and 


1 


which (by a providence which ought to be conſidered too, 


came to your hand when. the quſlices were convened to 


adminiſter the oath) bore an argument for refuſing it, 


founded on the dubiouſneſs of it; which rendering the 
taking of it a ſm; afforded us the true ground of ſtating 
ſufferings upon, ſince we are called rather to ſuffer. for 
refuſing; than to ſin by taking a duhious oath. At the 


ſame time, I referred you to the act firſt impoſing. it, 


winch affords more grounds for refuſing it than a bare 
doubt, though that is ſufficient. Might I not then have: 
received ſame anſwer to this? and may I not, upon the 
whole, charge you with a lingle: Ts > _ Crave a- 


mends by the next? 


2. Since your brethren won you did not 8 
one another till the 28th, and that you are, at leaſt they . 


were, not at a-point when that day was appointed for 


prayer and conference, as is evident from the account 
you give, will you pardon me to think, (till lm better in- 
formed), that the hurry: of that day, and ſhortneſs of time 
that the huſineſs thereof could allow, made it improper 
ſor the affair you defigned it for, and fitter for communi- 
ting hight and reſolutions formerly taken, (Which was 
the uſe you turned, it to), than * —_ light, ne: 
franing reſolutions thereupon? j 

3. Upon what you ſay of Mr: N 8 being ſet upoh) 
by fore. of the worthieſt of his pariſh, &c. his addreſſ- 


ing more earneſtly thereupon the throne of grace, bis 


falling a muſing and praying upon that head, his finding 
in the one ſatisfying anſwers to objections, and i in the o- 


ther ſcripture· light for duty, particularly 1 Pet. ii. 13. 


and that thereupon finding the articles of the oath la- 
fal, he was obliged by divine authority to obey; this hu- 
mak; ordinance, . oer to your and his conſideratian, 


Tx I - : (1) 


4 £531 
(1) Tat as that ſeripture does not determine the que. 
ion, Whether the oath be lawful, or not? but only obli- 
2 to the practice in caſe it is lawful ; ſo all the articles 
contained in an oath may be lawful ; thar is to ſay, all 
that is aſſerted may be true, and all that it engages to 
may be lawfully done; while yet the oath cannot be law- 
fully ſworn, by reaſon of circumſtances that may attend 
the impoſition and practice, that are more determining 
to the forbearance, than the human ordinance' is to the 
ä theſe being ſeconded by divine authority, 
aàs well as that; and the intereſts which in theſe circum- 
ſtances are incroached upon by the taking, full as yaluable 
as the human ordinance, and more wounded thereby, 
than it could be by refuſing the oath as matters were ſta- 
ted. (2) If Mr F-—r concludes' the oath lawfol uf 
on his having conſidered objections againſt it, he had 
need to inquire, whether he has conſidered them all, 
or not; and I can aſſure him, that (modeſtly ſpeak- 
ing) there is a half dozen he never heard of againſt that 
controverted ſenſe of the oath in which he took it, 4s 
the obvious one. Since then he could never build his 
concluſion of the laufulneſs of the'oath, or his reſolu- 
tion to take it, on ſo ſandy. a foundation as his having 
anſwered objections againſt it, he muſt have ſome clear 
oſitive demonſtration to clear what is at firſt view dn- 
bious, cdntinues fo to many yet, and was for ſome g. 


"XX 34 28. .. 


'thatT Me if the ſtate of the matter admits it, andy yer 
I'm perſuaded an oath did certainly require it. 
4. As to what Mr C r faid at C=, that he 
would ſubmit to the gallows before he would ſubmit to 
the abjuration, till God himſelf clear his way, by giving 
him the light of his countenance and preſence, as well 
as the light of ſcripture; unto which I muſt not o- 
| Iy ſay, that if he judged the reſolution duty, the ftyfe - 
was too like Peter's, but alſo that it was an un warrantabłe 
purpoſe, anc! wrong diſpoſition of mind, which, lm a- 
fraid, diſcovers the dangerous error of putting the in- 
fluences'of the Spirit in place of his objective teſtimony 
N the word ; "which laſt — the tiᷣue and . 
E. | 


; * 84 4 + 
and rule of duty, ought to be followed even when the 
light of God's countenance is wanting. Might not this, 
Sir, provoke the Lord in righteouſneſs to let him wan- 
der who had thus ſet up a guide for himſelf, and give 
him occaſion, by letting him fall, to ſee his error after- 
wards, and amend it;: +» 
FJ. I like Mr Fam———r's reply no better; (for I muſt deal 
ingenuouſiy with my worthy brethren, whom I loye and ho- 
nour in the Lord). If,“ ſays he, Lam in a deluſion about 
that matter, I am ſo in greater matters; for I have no 
more for my ſalvation than the word and Spirit of 
God, and I have the ſame for performing this piece of 
< worſhip to God, and duty to men: and he adds, 
That his brethrens reluctancy to it was a temptation 
to him to ſhake the foundation of his hope for hea- 
„ ven.“ It is like, theſe words, ſpoken in an agony, (as 
you ſay they were), might go far with one of Mr C-—-r's 


%. 


_- tender diſpoſition; but I mult fay, they yielded no more 


ground for his going into. his meaſures, n-the old pro- 
pPhet's. words did to the young, for. his going in to eat 
with him when he ſeduced him. 1 cannot let the ex- 
preſſion go without a remark or two. Firſt, As I am not 
very fond of . the phraſe of. ſbaling the foundation of a 
believer's hope for heaven, when I conſider that Chriſt, 
the promiſes, the power, wiſdom, righteouſneſs, faith - 


fulneſs, and immutability of God, are the true founda- 


tion of a believer's hope, which ſtandeth for ever im- 
moveable; fo, taking theſe for one's evidences for heaven, 
(which 1 doubt not he meant), I wonder that one who 
has the evidences of word and Spirit ſhould, look. upon 
the reluctancy of a brother, to a practice of that kind a- 
bout which he donbted, as a temptation to him to reject 
them. /2dly, I cannot but blame his putting on a level 
with reſpect of certainty, the evidences founded on the 
cleareſt, plaineſt marks of grace, and inculcated by the 
Spirit, who. is given for a witneſs to that particular; 
and thoſe evidences which one has in à particnlar point, 
on. xhich the {cripture does not caſt ſa many, nor fo di- 
rect beams, nor the Spirit diſfuſe ſuch abundant influen- 
ces; a point which being complex, gives. occaſions for | 


J 
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many objections and doubts ; for clearing of which, and 
finding ſufficient foundation for an-oath; the ſ.nſe where- | 


of is controverted amongtt the gravelt and moſt pene- 


trating men, we muſt have — to the ſtyles, cu- 


ſtoms, and laws of men, which, through the impetfec · 


tions of their authors, are greatly uncertain: and intri - 


cate, and fometimes inconſiſtent the one with the other; 
none of which can be ſaid of the word of God, out of 


which are brou . by the aid of the Spirit, the eviden- 


ces of a ſtate of grace. Pray you, Sir, is this a juſt 
rallel? I muft (with the good leave of my friend) oy, 
He ſpake unadviſedly with his lips; and l know not what 
might quickly be the nen of ſo raſh and un- 


- wary an expreſſion: 
6. The general account you give of the gale Mr 


cr had in prayer, and his diſtinct views, without 
telling whereof ; his telling his friends, (when, after re- 
tiring a little, be returned to them), that now God had 
cleared him in his duty, without telling how; that he 
was then fully willing to take the abjuration, without 
telling why; and, finally, that he was confirmed, both 
in public and private, without telling by what ; ;.. this 


account of yours bears at moſt but this, that he had ſpi- 
ritual influences, and under, or after them, was deter- 


mined to take the oath, and he took it. The diſtreſs of 
his mind, which Mr F——r's ſpeech, in an agony, 


meeting with a tender difpoſition, might have occaſion- 


ed, or conſiderably increaſed, made influences needfulz 
And it is like: the good — them: but how theſe did, 

or could warrant his reſolution and practice following 
thereon, I ſee-not; and whether he received true light 


in that matter, is a queſtion which your account. leaves : 
as undetermined as it found it. 


Now, Dear Sir, 1 hope neither — nor my abe 
ne; brethren, will be offended at the freedom of 
theſe remarks. It is the natural right of all men to in- 


quire into an account which. concerns ſo much their 


on practice as this daes mine; which, for ought I can 
yet ſee, is well warranted. . And if my remarks are juſt, 


they may have influence to advance the intereſt; and 7 
A 2 the . of 2 * holy religion, which mas 


ſuffer 


1 t * 1 
ſuſſer by miſtakes in ſo nice and important à point as 
that of ſeeking and finding light in duty is, whether they 
are jurors or nonjurors who entertain them: +; 


would have now given you my reaſons. for refuſing 


this oath if you had defired them; and, Laflure you, 
given them ſooner, and at much greater length than I 


did, had 1 had any doubts about your practice: but I de- 
ſire to ſubmit to Providence, which determined the mat- 


ter otherwiſe. 5 $ 


What the conſequence of this oath may be, with re- 
ſpect to magiſtrates, miniſters, and people, I know not. 


I own, fears are ſuggeſted to me from all the three ; but 
the God of mercy can diſappoint them. I am indeed a- 


gainſt the oath ; but am as much againſt a diviſion of the 


church on that head: and though it is with grief I think 
of our being on different ſides in that 
endeavour, through grace, to entertain due regard and 
affection for my brethren as formerly; in which you 


+ Jhall; as before, have a particular ſhare. I am, without 


any diminution of love, 


* © Reverend and Dear Sir, 


$1 


Yours as formerly. 


» 
. 
* 


„ P. S. J have at length made out this long letter; and 
if you are not angry at me, give proof of it, in giving 
mea return how ſoon your convenience can allow-. 


Give my kind and humble ſervice to your colleague, and 
to Mr Fe—-r; and Mr Cr, whom I have remem- 


bered in my letter. My colleague, I find, has a pet at 


you; I leave it to himſelf to tell you on what grounds. 
Mean - time you may gueſs them. He has of late profeſſ- 
ed ſome ſkill in medicine, and has attained to ſuch a de- 


when the ſymptams are plain; and now he is poſitive, 
by thoſe which appear about the miniſters of R. that 
they are ſick of an ague; perceiving that the warmth in 
which they refuſed the allegiance was no natural heat, 
* becauſe it is followed with ſo cold a fit as that in 1 

aal | <>: | they 


rticular, yet II 


_ --gree:of it, as he gives very juſt opinions of his patients 


2 - 


TT 


they have taken the allegiance, with the abjuration to 
boot. He is afraid that ſome other phyſicians, who are 


not ſo tender of his patients credit as he, will alledge, 
that the late cold fit has proceeded from the ſharp ſour 
wind of a penalty, Which will greatly reflect on the con- 
ſtitution of their body. Adieu. 49 ves 0h 61 % „ 
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Extracts relating to the ſubjects of the preceding 
£ 4 N 3e 83 = 1 1 4 


Eſſay and Letters. 
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eee Saremn is transformed into an angel of light : And 


hence we have heard, that ſome have heard voices; ſome 
have ſeen the very blood of Chriſt dropping on them; 
ſome have ſeen a great light ſhining in : the chamber; 
ſome wonderfully affected with their dreams; ſome in 
great diſtreſs have had inward witneſs, Thy ſins are for- 


given; and hence ſuch liberty and joy, that they are re- 

dy to leap up and down the chamber! O adulterous 
generation. This is natural and uſual with men; they 
would fain ſee Jeſus, and have him preſent to give them 


peace; and hence Papiſts have his images. Wo to 
them that have no other manifeſted Chriſt, but ſuch an 


one. Shepard's Parable of the ten virgins, P. 1. 


P. 198. bs 4 P 4 . LIL * COS 37-5 2 F325 "OP uy , 
— Conſider how difficult, yea, and impoſſible, it is 
to determine, that ſuch. a voice, viſion, or revelation, 


is of God, and that Satan cannot feign- or counterfeit it; 


ſeeing he hath left no certain marks by which we may 
diſtinguiſh one ſpirit. from another. FlavePs. Cauſes 
and Cures of mental errars, cauſe 114. 


le (viz. Col. Gardiner) never pretends, in any of | 


the paſſages cited above, or elſewhere; to have received any 
immediate revelations from-God, which ſhould raiſe him 
above the ordinary methods of inſtruction; or diſcover any 


thing to him, whether of doQrines or facts. No man was 
further from pretending to predict future events, except 


it were from the moral prognoſtications of. cauſes natu+ 


| 


rally tending to produce them. Neither was he at 


all inclinable to govern himſelf by ſecret impulſes upon 


his mind, leading him to things for which he could aſ- 
fign no reaſon but the impulſe itſelf. Had he ventured, 


in a preſumption on ſuch ſecret agitàtions of mind, to 


teach, or to do any thing- not warranted by the dictates 
of ſound ſenſe and the word of God, I ſhould readily 
have acknowledged him an enthuſiaſt; unleſs he could 
have produced ſome other evidence than his own, to 
have ſupported the authority of them. Dr Doddriage l 
Life of Colonel Gardiner, edit. 4. Lond. 1763. p. 83. 
l had heard from ſeveral, (and it had been con- 
firmed to me by Mr Feremy White, who lived at Hhite- 
hall at the very fame time with Mr Howe), - that the no- 
tion of a particular: faith. iff prayer prevailed much in 


Cromwel['s court; and that it was a common opinion 
among them, that ſuch: as were in a ſpecial manner fa- 
voured of God, when they offered up prayers and ſup- 


plications to him for his mercies, either for themſelves, 
or others, often had ſuch impreſſions made upon their 
minds and ſpirits by a divine hand, as ſignified to them, 
not only in the general, that their prayers would be 


way and manner they would be afforded, and pointed 
out to them future events, which in reality is the ſame 


with inſpiration. Having heard of miſchief done by the af 


prevalence! of this notion, 1 took the opportunity that 


offered, when: there was nothing to hinder the utmoſt 
freedom, to inquire at Mr Hoe, what he had known 
about this matter, and ucdhat were his apprehenſions con- 


cerning it. He told me, the prevalence af the notion 
that I mentioned at #hitehall, at the time when he li- 
ved there, was too notorious to be called in queſtion; 


and that not a little pains was taken to cultivate and 


ſupport it; and that: he: once heard a ſermon there, 


was, to maintain and defend it. He faid, he was ſa 
fully convinced of the ill tendency of ſuch a * 


 _- heard, and graciouſly anſwered, but that the particular 
| mercies that-were ſought for would be certainly beſtow- _ 
ed; nay, and ſometimes alſo intimated to them in what 
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that after the hearing this ſermon, he thought kimſelf 


bound in conſcience, when it came next to his turn to 


preach before amwell, toſſet himſeif induſtriouſly to 


oppoſe it, and to beat down that ſpiritual - pride and 


confidence which ſuch fancied impulſes. and impreflions 


- were apt to produce and cheriſh, He told me, he ob- 
ſerved, that while he was in the pulpit, Cowell heard 
bim with great attention, but would ſometimes knit 

his brows, and diſcover great uneaſineſs; and that after- 
- wards he was cooler in his carriage to him than before. 
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